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The   division  assembled  at   Gourukpoor was
ordered to take the field on the 15th November;
but, owing to the difficulty  of  collecting hill-
porters for the carriage of the baggage and sup-
plies in sufficient abundance in that thinly-peopled
district, it was late in December before  Major-
general J. S. Wood proceeded into the Turaee.
Having waited some time to collect information
as to the best mode of penetrating to Palpa, he
came at first to the determination of leaving Boot-
wul to the right, and attacking Nyakot, a post
which crowns the hills to the west of the town.
Having ascertained, however, that the Goorkhas,
under Colonel Wuzeer Singh, a nephew of Bheem
Sein's, had taken post at the mouth of the pass,
within which Bootwul is situated, and had built
there a stockade called Jeetgurh, it was resolved
to reconnoitre the works, and carry them, if pos-
sible, before proceeding further.    On the 3d of
January, General Wood marched from his camp
ty Simra, in the Turaee, with twenty-one com-
panies of infantry to put this plan in execution.
He acted on the information of a Brahmin, in the
employ of the family of the old Palpa Raja, re-
siding at Gourukpoor, and the Brahmin offered
his services as guide.    The road ran along the
banks of the Tenavee, which here is likewise
called Goonghee, and the last   seven  miles of
the way led through the Sal forest;  but General
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